
Holston Chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant Association
Scriptural, Orthodox, Positive, Faithful

Where Are We Headed?
In short, traditional Methodist churches within the Holston Conference of the United
Methodist Church are seeking a fair way out of the denomination. This is in response to
continuing flagrant disregard for the UM Discipline. The last straw was the
unnecessarily delayed General Conference, where we had hoped legislation allowing us
to divide cleanly would be voted upon this year. We suspect that most of us will end up
in the Global Methodist Church, which becomes an active denomination May 1.

When Can Churches Move?
That remains to be seen. We continue to be a part of the UMC Holston Conference, of
course, and much of the timing is dependent on how cooperative conference leaders
are in preparing plans for churches wanting to depart. We have had public assurances
from our bishop that she wants to make this possible. While expressing grief over the
desire of churches to leave, Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett wrote, "Conference
leadership will utilize applicable processes found in our Book of Discipline to honor their
discernment."

Holston Conference committees made up of people who have other responsibilities will
drive much of this process, so it likely will be at least weeks before we begin to see
details of how all of this might work.

What Do We Seek?
Ideally, the possibility of the entire Holston Annual Conference moving to the Global
Methodist Church will be considered and voted on at an annual conference gathering,
either a regularly scheduled one or a called one. This is the fairest and surest way to
determine the will of the majority in the conference, and it is rooted in one of the great
traditions of Methodism. At the request of the UM Council of Bishops, The UM Judicial
Council will first determine whether annual conferences can make such a decision.



If that option proves to be unavailable, we next would hope that a simple, graceful
process would prevail. We pray this process would be in the spirit of the legislation that
should have been considered at a General Conference this year, the Protocol of
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation. The Protocol legislation would have
allowed traditional churches to carry their property and pension responsibilities to the
GMC without penalty or a need to continue funding our former denomination.
Negotiated by leaders of groups with wide-ranging interests, it demonstrated a spirit of
mutual care that should still be our model for moving forward. Matthew 7:12 comes to
mind.

The Holston WCA also is paying close attention to the needs of conservative members
of churches unlikely to move to the GMC.

What Should We Do Now?
First, take steps to be sure you know where your church stands: "Do we need to be in
the UMC or the GMC?" Ask the question openly; don't put this conversation off any
longer. It should quickly be happening in the meetings of your church's highest
administrative body. If you need help with the discernment process, let us know.

Once you are sure your church wants to move to the GMC, be counted. Attached to
this document is a "Statement of Intent," which should be filled out and sent to the
Holston WCA. This is not a UMC document. This will be used by the Holston WCA to
assist traditional Methodist churches and other groups of traditional Methodists as we
coordinate our next steps. You do not have to join the WCA to send in this document,
and it will not be published or shared with other organizations.

What About the Clergy?
We are focused right now on helping churches understand their next steps. Clergy have
very personal decisions to make. They have to think through their doctrinal stances, ties
to their local churches, and desires for the future. Traditional clergy in good standing will
go through a relatively simple process to move their credentials to the GMC.

Contacting the Holston WCA: Email us at holstonwca@gmail.com
Website: HolstonWCA.org



Statement of Intent to the Holston Chapter
of the Wesleyan Covenant Association

(Important Note: This is not a document of the United Methodist Church, and it in no way
binds you to the Global Methodist Church or discharges you from the UMC. It is for
informational purposes only.)

"It is our intent to depart the United Methodist Church and join the
Global Methodist Church at our earliest available opportunity."

This statement comes from:

___ A UM Church within the bounds of the Holston Conference

___A group of traditional Methodists within the bounds of the Holston Conference

Name of Church or Group: _________________________________

Number of Church Members or Group Members: ________

Primary Contact

Name:

Role within the church or group:

Phone Number: _____________________  Email: _____________________________

Please describe how your church or group reached the decision to submit this statement of
intent to the Holston WCA. If a church, note whether your top administrative body was involved
in the decision, particularly if a vote was taken.

You may scan and send this document to holstonwca@gmail.com under the subject line,
"Statement of Intent." You also may mail it to Holston WCA, P.O. Box 131, Jonesborough, TN
37659.


